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SPARC FIELD DAY 2010
June 25-26-27, 2010

Dysart Park, Banning

June 9, 2010

QST, QST, QST, Calling all SPARC Members!

Field Day is coming! We will set up on Friday June 25, with Field Day operations Sat.
June 26 and Sunday June 27. Our primary purpose is to increase public awareness of
Ham Radio, and to attract new Hams. Also, we try to accumulate as many ARRL
contest points as we can in the 24-hr. period 11:00 a.m. Sat to 11:00 a.m. Sunday.
Public hours for Visitors will be 12 noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday.

We will be at Dysart Park in Banning again this year, but our layout may be different due
to another event being held at the Park on Saturday.

We will have 3 HF stations (for our 3A-ORG category), a Get On The Air station, and a
VHF station. This is a total of 5 stations. The latter two stations contribute points for
contacts, and have special rules for operation. All stations will operate below the 150W
limit. All stations will use emergency power (battery or solar preferred).

Our Band Captains (Bil Seymour, Scott Whitlatch, Steve Higbee, Mike Karpman, and
Ed Moledor(hopefully!)) are responsible for setting up and operating each of the 5
stations, and for staffing them with operators and loggers as needed.

Our VHF Station needs a Band Captain. Ed N6AAL said that he would do it if he is
available, but that is not certain yet. So if someone wants to step up and take this job
I'm sure Ed would appreciate the help if he is able to attend Field Day this year. Your
Technician-Class license is OK for this station. Please contact me if you would like to
do this!

There are many opportunities for participation, as operators, loggers, and visitor hosts.
Since each HF station will have a General Class Control Operator during this event,
even if you are not a General Class Licensee, you can be an operator of a station and
operate in the General Class bands. This is a great opportunity to get valuable
experience.

Each station will need an operator and a logger. Accurate recording by the logger of
each contact is needed because we must give a summary of all of our contacts to the
ARRL to verify the points earned by our Club.

Dick Heitman and Ron Murphy are our Visitor and Publicity Captains. They will be
organizing the publicity, visitor hosting, and event safety needs. They will need help
from visitor hosts to escort visitors so that the station operators can continue to work on
making contacts. There will be opportunities at the GOTA ( Get On The Air) station for
non-hams (including kids) to make contacts on the radio.
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Please think about participating, and let me know as soon as possible if you can help as
a visitor host, operator or logger.

Meals will be provided by our Cuisine Captains Tina and Hans Neugebauer
(WA6WFV). This includes dinner Friday, breakfast, lunch and dinner Saturday, and
breakfast Sunday. All meals must be reserved and paid in advance so we can plan
ahead for provisions. Meal costs are $6 each or 5 for $25. The Saturday night Dinner
is open to spouses and guests, and advance reservation and payment is required. The
deadline for meal reservations is Friday June 18th. Please give your meal reservations
and payments to Mike Karpman, WA6UIJ, (951) 769-3660.

Each participant should bring a chair for meals and meetings.

Steve Higbee (KD6JDM) will be our Safety Captain, and Our Photography captain will
be Jeff Burris (KB6CA).

Overnight camping is possible, but it is dry camping and there are no facilities, other
than a port-a-potty. Please let me know by June 18 if you will be staying overnight.

After Dinner Friday evening, there will be an Educational Event meeting covering
Bandpass Filters and their uses in our setup. After Saturday Breakfast, prior to the start
of the event, there will be a training meeting to review operating and logging
procedures.

If you are a Band Captain setting up a station, you will need to bring suitable shelter for
protection from the environment. Our layout this year may not have any trees, and you
and your equipment need to be protected from direct sunlight and wind. We learned at
our March event that direct sunlight on a radio can cause it to overheat and stop
working!!

The attached document contains more details on the Field Day event, including layouts
of the Park for our Stations and Facilities.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

With your help and participation, we can have the best Field Day ever!

73
Dick Spaulding WA6NTA

(800) 423-3730
dick@nutritionworks.biz
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SPARC FIELD DAY 2010
June 25-26-27, 2010

Dysart Park, Banning

PARK LAYOUT UPDATE:

In March of this year, our Mini-Field Day event helped us understand how to reduce
interference between stations. By using as much physical separation as possible and
proper antenna orientation, combined with bandpass filters on each station, we were
able to achieve satisfactory operating conditions.

The layout we used at Dysart Park for that event may not be possible for our June 2010
Field Day, because of use conflicts at the Park. The Banning Police Activities League
has been using the grass field on Saturdays for Soccer games, because they have not
been able to use the High School football field (due to construction).

We have devised a “Plan B” layout for our use of the Park which avoids use of the grass
field, and instead uses other areas of the Park. As of this writing, we are planning on
using “Plan B” for the June Field Day. If by chance the Activities League is able to
resume use of the High School football field by the time of our Field Day event, we will
go back to “Plan A”, which is very similar to our layout used in the March Mini-Field Day
event.

If we end up using Plan B, there will be no trees for shade or shelter. Our participants
will need to bring whatever shade and shelter they will require. We will have one pop-
up tent for the food area, and one for the Visitor Information Table.

Attached are layout drawings of both Plan A and Plan B, showing where we would
locate stations and visitor access.

The remainder of this document describes how we will use the Park for Field Day by
following the “Plan B” layout. Please refer to the attached layout drawings.
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FIELD DAY 2010 - STATIONS
Notes related to the “Plan B” layout

All stations: Use battery power or solar power. Charge as needed from generators.
Every station must use a bandpass filter for each band used. (except VHF)

A. GOTA station: Band Captain: Bil WA6MOD
Located near the visitor entrance and visitor parking area.
The antenna could be secured to a tree on the upper level next to the flagpole, and be

secured to the wood light pole near the visitor entrance. This would give an excellent height
advantage for the antenna. Since the spacing between the tree and the pole is about 200 ft.,
rope could be used to secure the ends of a shorter antenna. If this were to be done, lots of rope
would be needed.

There are 3 new hams in the Club who have been licensed since June of 2009: Kathy
KJ6CCU, Gene KJ6FJC, and Bob KJ6EXY. These could be GOTA station operators if willing.

We have invited high school students from Councilperson Debbie Franklin’s group to
visit our event. We have also invited the soccer players to visit us. These young people could
learn about Ham Radio and help us earn 20 points for each making 1 contact on the radio (max.
5 kids).

Bil has a solar panel for powering his station. We can earn 100 points for making 5
QSO’s on solar power. We must keep a separate record of our contacts on solar power.

B. VHF station: Band Captain: Open (Ed N6AAL will do it if available)
Location TBD. This station should be located anywhere on the upper level (for better

line of sight.) Suggested locations would be in the NE corner of the park near station C, or on
the upper level SW of the arena. It should not be located too close to an existing HF station
antenna.

C. HF station: Band Captain: Scott KI6WOD (Bruce WA6KAI not available)
Located in the NE area of the Park, in the RV area.
There are two wood light poles that could be used to support a wire antenna nicely. The

station could be located between the sheds with a feed-line to the end of the antenna.
Scott also has a solar panel for powering his station. We can earn 100 points for making

5 QSO’s on solar power.

D. HF station: Band Captain: Steve KD6JDM
Located in the SW corner of the park. One mast can be secured to the wooden fence in

the corner, and the other mast can be placed near the SW light pole. The station can be
located near the center of the antenna. Shade and shelter will be needed since there are no
trees. Use Club 706, and G5RV ant.

E. HF station: Band Captain: Mike WA6UIJ
Located in the SE corner of the park near the flagpole. This is the same setup as used

for the March Mini-Field Day.
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Schedule: Friday June 25: 12:00 noon Setup and station checkout.

Meeting after dinner: “Bandpass Filters”

Saturday June 26: Meeting after breakfast: “Operator Training”

11:00 a.m. Begin Field Day operations

12 noon Begin visitor hours
4:00 p.m. End visitor hours

Sunday Feb. 7: 11:00 a.m. End Field Day operations

12:00 noon Teardown

Meals Served:

Friday Dinner

Saturday Breakfast

Saturday Lunch

Saturday Dinner (spouses invited)

Sunday Breakfast

Meal Cost:

$6 per meal, or $25 for all 5 meals.

Must be reserved and paid in advance, so that we can plan ahead!
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SPARC FIELD DAY WORKING GROUP
Revised June 9, 2010

ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING______________________________________________

1. Field Day organization, management structure
(The same person may hold more than one position.)
(Alternates and assistants may be needed for each position)

Manager
Overall responsibility for Field Day.
Coordinate planning, site layout, personnel assignments, training.
Include Club Trustee as adviser, as well as other resources as needed.
Also responsible for reporting results.

Band Captains:
One for each station, acts as control operator and station manager.
Responsible for station setup, teardown, operation, coordination of operators and
loggers.

Safety Captain
Responsible for all aspects of safety for Field Day site and operation.
Antenna RF safety, masts near power lines, wires on ground, generators/AC power,
grounding, first aid, weather hazards, site security.

Visitor Captain / Hosts
Crowd control (path for visitors). Yellow tape and signs to mark parking area and visitor
entrance.
Greet and escort all visitors. Prevent visitors from interrupting station operators. Sticker
to identify visitors. (Something to do with ham radio?)
Consider a “visitor station” to demonstrate ham radio. VHF? GOTA station?
Public “Open House” visiting hours limited to a fixed period, such as 1-5pm, Sat.
Yellow tape around antenna installations as needed.
Cones on tent anchors, guy wires and gopher holes.

Publicity Captain
Pre-event publicity to media, City officials, etc. Newspaper stories to promote.
Coordinate with Visitor Host on “Open House” hours.
Information table, sign-in sheet, handouts, information packets, fact sheet (what hams
do), posters.

Photographer
Pictures of operators and stations in action, to use in future publicity.

Cuisine Captain
Plan and serve meals. Determine meal schedule.
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2. Site selection and reservation

Reserve early, for June Field Day and Mini-Field Day, Six mo. in advance.

We like Dysart Park:
Club will supply a Porta-Potty, or use available restrooms.
Shut down sprinklers for the weekend.
What about drinking fountains or bottled water for visitors?
Ask to have grass cut.
Review lighting: sufficient for security, but not too bright for sleeping.

We do have liability insurance, if required by facility.

3. Preparation, publicity, preliminary planning

Outreach goals: Attract new hams, local or visiting, invite public officials, increase public
awareness of Ham Radio.

Participants will be practicing setup and operations for emergency communications.

Prepare news releases and list of contacts. Use previous or prepared materials as needed.
Include information on our training classes planned. Include photo from past events.

Publicize “Open House” visiting hours for event.
Website can be used to inform participants and visitors of event details and schedule.

Meals: Everyone reserves and pays in advance. This includes guests and visitors.
Cuisine Captain will provide food based on final count plus 10%. This will allow for unexpected

visitors. Unexpected visitors must also pay their share. Meal cost per person is $25 per 5 meals
or $6 per meal. This may be adjusted as needed.

Cuisine Captain will make a schedule of provided meals vs. “on your own” meals so
participants can plan ahead. Everyone should bring a chair for meals. Also need some long
tables.
Water, drinks for visitors, guests, and participants.
Spouses, guests can be invited to attend Sat. dinner. Must reserve and pay in advance.
There needs to be a designated person for collecting meal fees prior to and at the event.



Page 8

SETUP AND OPERATOR ASSIGNMENTS _________________________________________

4. Site planning and setup

Layout of stations/antennas to avoid interference.
Site max. 1000 ft. dia circle. Make a drawing of park for setup each time.

Each Band Captain is responsible for his own setup, equipment, and operators.
Each station must have a bandpass filter. Club has two BP filters per band. Bruce WA6KAI
also has one personal set, and is willing to share.

Tent, canopy, or RV for each station to shield operators and radios from direct sunlight and
wind. Sunlight on radios can cause overheating and damage.

Information table for visitors, guests, with host(s). Canopy needed. GOTA station (supervised)
nearby. Locate away from other active stations, near visitor entrance.

Parking locations not to interfere with antenna operation.
An area away from Field Day activities may also be designated for overflow parking/camping.

Generator locations (down-wind, away from stations) (fumes and noise). Fire extinguisher
needed. Prefer North end of Park near car parking area.

Number of stations will be determined in advance by site layout. No additional stations can be
added later. This also affects our classification. We prefer to remain as 3A-ORG.

Need extra help setting up on Friday.

Bathroom facilities or porta-potty needed for daytime participants and visitors. Also bottled
water.
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5. Operator coordination and training

Participants may camp overnight by prior arrangement only.
This is dry camping., no facilities. There may be no bathrooms, water, electric, trash.
Campers must bring their own equipment, power sources, supplies, sleeping gear, shelter,
water, personal items, food (if not supplied), chair, table. Manage own trash.

Club members are encouraged to participate as operators, loggers, visitor hosts, alternate
Captains, as their time permits. Advance signup is needed so operator / logger schedules can
be worked out.

Guest operators and loggers can be accommodated if approved by the Band Captain for the
affected station.

Personnel assignments will be prepared in advance, and adjusted as needed by Manager.

Operator assignments/schedule, and Logger assignments/schedule will be prepared by each
Band Captain for his station.

Operator/logger training can be done at a regular Club meeting. Train in exchange / message
format, operating procedures, duplicates, message handling. Learn how to use ARRL log
sheets so data can be reported without editing/translation. Introduce Station Operator log
sheet.

Visitor Host training is needed to anticipate and handle a variety of situations.

Members should wear Club shirts during the official Field Day event (Sat., Sun.). Also RACES
badge.
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FIELD DAY OPERATIONS _____________________________________________________

6. Field Day operations and activities

SPARC Field Day contest hours will be 1800 UTC (1100 PDT) Saturday to 1800 UTC (1100
PDT) Sunday. Always the 4th full weekend of June.

Friday 1200: Begin setup. Check out stations.

Sat. a.m. before 1100: Meeting to review exchange procedure, log sheet format, how to avoid
duplicates, visitor handling, guest operators, meal schedule, band assignments, operator and
logger duties/schedules.

Station operation hours in the 24-hr. contest period are at the discretion of the Band Captain for
each station. Power resources also may affect operating time.

Consider headphones for radios: easier to hear for operator. Also need a “Y” connector and a
second pair of headphones for logger / visitor.

Microphones for phone operation: Wind can be a problem, so hold microphone so that it is
protected from the wind. Also bring clothespins and things to hold down papers!

Educational activity during Field Day period. (extra points)

Visitors: Host(s) to escort on site, ask “how did visitor hear about us?”s
Sign-in log including date, time, possible interest in ham radio, request additional information.

Secure site access at night-time (both gates).

7. Site teardown and cleanup

Sunday Noon teardown.

Need people to help.

Make sure we leave site in good condition.
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REPORTING AND RULES______________________________________________________

8. Reporting

Log sheets to be prepared by each operator/logger in final format for submission to ARRL.

Field Day manager is responsible for submitting the Club results to ARRL.

9. Rules, special procedures

All amateur bands are allowed except for 60, 30, 17,12M.
Phone, CW, Digital are considered separate bands. All digital modes are equivalent.
Only one transmitter per band. (i.e. 20M SSB, 20M CW, and 20M PSK are legal.)

No repeater contacts.

Consider VHF operation with SSB and CW modes in addition to FM simplex.

RF Power must not be greater than 150 W for 2X score multiplier

Supply power must be from emergency sources, such as generator or battery. (not AC line)

Extra caution to all operators: Don’t try to transmit on band other than one assigned with BP
filter. If you are unfamiliar with your station, check carefully before operating!

Each station must be attended or secured at all times.
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Here are some of our technical guidelines for Field Day:

We will keep within the 3A category. That means we have a maximum of 3 regular stations

operating at a time. We can also have a VHF/UHF station (6M and up) and a “Get On The Air

(GOTA)” (HF) station as allowed by the rules. The VHF and GOTA stations are in addition to

the 3 regular stations. So, we can have 4 HF stations and one VHF/UHF station.

We must keep all of our antennas within a 1000 ft. dia. circle. Dysart Park just fits within this

requirement. We can use the entire area shown on the layout drawing.

Battery power for stations is preferred.

Here are some things we will do to reduce the amount of inter-station interference, which has

been a problem in the past:

1. Keep all of our HF antennas as far apart as possible.

2. Use horizontal (wire or dipole) antennas rather than vertical antennas for HF.

3. Orient the antennas so that the ends of the antennas are pointing at each other, or

one end pointing at the other. “Good “means that the interference between antennas

should be low.

4. Every HF station must use a bandpass filter. The Club has two sets, and can borrow

another set from Bruce WA6KAI.

5. Each HF station will operate on a different “band.” Since SSB Phone, CW and

Digital modes are all considered different “bands,” we could have SSB and CW on

20M at the same time.

Good: Fair: Not good:

Applies to vertical and

horizontal antennas


